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want one can h

ave in this line.

) That we quote you prices unusually low s:ems to fit right in with the Christmas spirit.
At that time more than any other the importance of saving must be considered.

Every day there’s some occurrence to emphasize the reasonableness of prices here.
One comes to mind that occurred Saturday.
$17 lower than the same chair was quoted him by the largest furniture store in New
0 York. We hadn’t reduced the price, either.

We sold a man an easy chair at a price

- Furniture is a Gift Worth Giving.

And the stock we’ve assembled here for Xmas selling anticipates every
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Four Special Corner Chairs at $10.

trated are in mahogany finish, elaborately inlaid, with seats upholstered in silk damask—
chairs that sell at $12 at ordinary times. Special at

The four tllus-
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Tabourette, 95c¢.

Pyro-etched Tabourette or Palm
Stand—an exceptionally pretty design—
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well made and fin'shed—95c.

R
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3 Tables.

Mahogany Inlaid Table, with 20-
+ Inch round top and lnwers

'*,' shelf, at......ccovvunimnnnnnnnas 5e20
{ Inlald Mahogany Table, with 20-

inch

A round top and French
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Morris Chairs, $6.45.

In mahogany finish, weathered
oak and golden oak; elaborate-
ly carved; complete with all-hair
reversible cushions of our own
make and covered in velour.
You can see any complete Mor-
ris Chair in town at $12—and
we feel assured you'll find the
equally as good at a little more
than half the price.

Unit Bookcases are utility it-
self. No matter what size library
one has our cases can house it.
And as a gift you can select as
few or as many units as you
want. They'll invariably fit the
place convenient for them in
the room’s plans—for they
build in many ways. We alone
sell Globe Wernicks Bookcases
in Washington.

Parlor Cabinets,
$11.75.

Polished Mabhogany Finish
Cabinets, 5 ft. high, 30 inches
wide, with 2 French bevel plate
mirrors, at $11.75.
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| EZNOTICE—This is the first “sale” that I have ever j:
ﬁi held lit is le in th > of the w X
| eld, and it is a sale in the proper sense of the word. I X
| am selling these goods off at a heavy loss, as I am com- Ko
| pelled to give up my store. This is not simply an attempt P
d | to boost business. ‘3'!
| | :::,
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{ What a Chance to Buy 3
%]
i Gifts for M
| ifts for Men! H
i 1 o:o
Z A chance indeed to buy sensible gifits for the men at a sav- &
| : . :
% ing of ONE-HALF. What could be more appreciated than as ||
%; new Suit or a good Overcoat? And there are hosts of Neckties, :i:
{ Suspenders, Gloves, Umbrellas, etc., that are just what you are :::
; looking for. It's a chance that you have not had for YEARS, f
¢ if ever. and a chance that you will not see again for many a [
% long day. Are you going to LOSE it? Nothing is reserved, %
¢ for I have GOT to get out of this store right away. Come and |3
(% take your pick of this magnificent stock at

i S50c. on the Dollar.

s A DO

i. » - o M e e =3
! Remember, this is not a fire sale, rummage sale or
|4 bankrupt sale. This is Grosner’s well-selected clothing
¥ i and furnishing stock, which must be sacrificed without
|9l | reserve. ' |
{9 |
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-‘*‘ Fixtures, inside and outside show cases for sale cheap. 4
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PROTECTION AGAINST FIRE. market, 1 recelved through your courtesy,
PSRN R N as well as that of the fire department of
Columbia Hospital Superintendent | this city, information which enabled me to

Presents a Request,

Dr. J. O. Skinner. medical superintendent
of the Columbla Hospltal, has written to
the District Commissioners asking them to
co-operate with him in securing for the in-
stitution as economically as possible a com-
plete outfit for proiection agalnst fire.

“As this 18 a government hospital,” he
says, "'l presume it is proper for me, acting
in the capacity of medical superintendent,
to request your assistance, If practicable, In
certain matters pertaining to the fire pro-
tection of its bulldings before the arrival
of the fire department when summoned in
case of a fire beyond our control. The au-
thorities of the hospital, appreclating the
necessity of all proper precaution in this
matter, have directed me to purchase a
number of additional chemical fire extin-
| guishers and take such steps as may be
tmy to secure extra fire-alarm boxes
|

4

the several bulldings of this institution.
writing to you recently relative to the
ts of the different extinguishers on the

i

make a proper selection, and the additional
extingulshers will be purchased and suit-
ably placed as soon as possible. Relative
fju‘ ;h:hnxttn}.l nrtn x;um-i ms I obtained yester-
e following Informati :

from the fire-alarm office: N el

“To Install in this hospital a fire-alarm
box with five auxiliaries would cost $130 for
the alarm box, which when Installed would
become the property of the hospital, and
for each of the auxillaries the sum of §10 &
year would be charged, it being practica-
ble. 80 stated to me, to send in from any
:;u ntbotht :ﬁrnln.ﬂu through the fire-

arm box a to the department for ity
assistance when required.

ad
ties fire at an leas than
thuquotodumhun.t:.m”m the
wﬁ?&nmmﬁmm
plishment." 5

The letter has been referred to Commis-
ﬂnhuom.no!wth:
en

STREET, CORNER ELEVENTH.
Open Wednesday Night and Thereafter.
B i e N e W
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Other Bookcases We’ve
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Reduced.
Redueed.
Worth. To.
Golden Oak (open).......... £1.00 $2.45
Golden Oak (apen).......... $3.75 $3.15 {;’;
Oak & Mahog. finish (open) $6.00 £5.10 3
Solid Oak_l’npen) ............ $7.25 5.0
Bird's-eye Maple (open).... $8.50 $6.50 0
Golden Oak (open).......... $0.00 $7.20 o
Golden Oak, with panel
BOOPS ooiiiciiinai i . $9.00 $6.00
Golden Oak, 1 glass door.. $9.00 $7.45
Golden Oak, 1 glass door.. $0.00 $6.50
Golden Oak (open).......... $11.00 $9.20
Bird's-eye Maple (open)....314.00 $10.00 5
Mahogany (open)........... $14.00 $10.80 5
Mahogany finish, 2 glass
BOOTY . .oreermenwmmm b $16.50 $13.95- .
Mahogany finish, 2 glass 0
BOOER e $15.00 312.25
Golden Oak and Mahog-
any finish, 2 glass doors. . $13.50 $11.75 §
Golden Oak, 2 glass doors.$18.00 $14.75
Bookcase and Desk, gold- 0
ORI < ois e T 22.00  $15.00
Mahogany finish, 2 glass 0
1 R W R S < o A $19.00 $15.85

COLORED MEN PRAISED

ADDRESSES AT MEETING OF REP-
RESENTATIVES OF RACE.

Admiral Schley,
Representative Crumpacker—

Capt. Hobson and

Bravery and Fearlessness.

A large audience of colored citizens gath-
ered at the Metropolitan A. M. E, Church
on M street between 15th and 16th streets
northwest last night and listened to ad-
dresses delivered by Rear Admiral Schley,
Capt. Richmond Pearson Hobson and Rep-
resentative Crumipacker of Indiana. The
thur:h was decorated with the natlonal
colors, and a large choir furnished patriotic
music. The remarks of the three speakers
were frequently interrupted by demonstra-
tions of approval as they spoke of the col-
ored man and of the possibilities of his fu-
ture.

Mr. Judson W. Lyons, register of the
treasury, who occupied a seat on the plat-
form with the specially invited guests, was
called upon to introduce Representative
Crumpacker, the preslding officer. The lat-
ter after a patriotle hymn was rendered
made an address on the colored man in
politics. He prefaced his remarks by say-
ing that when an amendment was made to
the Constitutiva giving the colored man tie
rights of citizenship it was one of the best
things ever done for the race.

The Ballot and the Colored Race.

The speaker declared that the ballot is a
means, and not an end; that there are col-
ored men in this country who would henor
any race, and that the great colored race
could become home owners and home bulld-
ers. ‘““The white man is apt to consider
himself very important,” said the speaker,
“but remember that {t took 2,000 years to
bring him to his present condition of civili-
zatlen. You have not had your chance,
and the colored race must go up or down,
for there is no middle ground.”

Capt. Hobson was introduced to the as-
s_emhlage at the conclusion of Representa-
tive L.‘ra_.lmpacker'a address, and was warm-
ly received. In the course of his introduc-
tory remarks he said he was brought up by
a colored nurse in the southland, who was
as tender In her care of him as a mother
could be. “During the civil war the col-
ored race nobly fulfilled its duty to those of
the south left defenseless at home,” he
sald, “and your race may call upon me as
long as I live to be to you the truest friend
1 know how to be."

Capt. Hobson sald he had a feeling of es-
teem, respect and affection for the colored
man. '"At Santiago, when I was released,
the first American troops I saw were the
colored regulars,” he sald. *“You have a
right to feel and to be proud of the blood
you have spllled for your country. You
must not complain of your soclal position
today. What was your brief servitude com-
pared to the long ages of serfdom in Bu-
rope during the dark ages? Your condl-
tlon today cannot be compared to that of
the European peasant.

Victory Before War Began.
“Your destiny lies in hard and persistent
work. Don’t let anybody try to convince
you that the victory of the Amerlcan navy
over the Spanish fleets during the war
of 1898 was due to the Inferlority of thé
vessels of the latter. We won ocur fight,”
Capt... Hobson declared, “before the war be-

Ban.
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manning the boats in the American navy
could have escaped from blockads
totanth’:o.

-Capt. Hobson, concluding, sajd

colored race worked hard as such sw

not be prevented from taking its propef

i

Admiral Bchley
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the colored man In polities, He 0 0
the loyalty of the eolored wallor, :ﬁdkgaig
tl_:ey had amply proved themselves in shed-
ding their bleod and facing a murderous tire
in defense of their country.

JEWISH CAFE CHANTANT.

An Institution Similar to Those in

France Introduced in New York.
From the New York Evening Post,

The cafe chantant of Paris is a lcadstone
to Americans visiting the French capital; but
all attemptg to Introduce it in New York in
either French or American form have prov-
en fallures. The Germans in the metropolis
have long had it in Teutonic form, but it
has been as a sort of annex to the beer
and cold luncheon business, It is therefore

8 matter of some surprise to find that the
Russian Jews of the East Side have devel-
oped It into a prosperous institution.

At least thirty are in operation in the dis-
trict east of the Bowery and 384 avenuse,
and between Canal and 14th streets.
The establishments are nearly all on the
Eround floer. In some the
from the front door to the bagllrag; t:enht:::aslel
with a small platform at the rear or on the
side, In others the floor is divided into a
front and back room, the musleal features
belng given in the latter. Most of the af-
fairs are saloons of the German type, with
tables and chairs;, a cold luncheon, and a
kitchen where hot dishes can be prepared.
Coffee, tea, and Russian tea may be ob-
tained in all. Stimulants are used In mod-
eration, and inebriety is very rare. The
distillates are not so0 much in demand as
among Americans. Beer and Californian
and Hungarian wines are in vogue, and in
many imay be found vodky or Russian
brandy, slivovitch or Rumanian plum
brandy, red kummel, Jewish raisin wine,
Jeiwush honey wine, and Jewish currant
wine.

The food supply Includes white, brown
black and unleavened breads, sardines sar.'.
dellon, spiced, pickled fish, cheese, meats
potatoes and salads. The material, thougii
often coarse, is always good, and the cook-
ing is praiseworthy. The stage perform-
ances are given in Yiddish and frequently
In English. Vocal solos by black-eyed girls
are the main feature, duos are not uncom-
mon; Instrumental sclos, notably on the
violln, are frequent; monoclogues, fancy
dances, vaudeville teams, and speclalties
ar:ghsomewhat in lvogue-

e patronage Is drawn most]
neighborhood, so that there is rarrtc:!lx;nfi?;
feeling in the audience. The performers
mingle with the latter when not filling their
places on the program. A few give mati-
nees, but In general the entertainment runs
from T to 11 in the evening.

While local and timely hits, funny ’
and humorous allusions to people in the au-
dience are the rule, no coarseness nor in-
delicacy is permitted—that is to say, in-
delicacy from a Russlan or Austrlan point
of view. In these countries a kind of humor
is employed on the stage which 1s not tol-
erated by Americans in places of public
amusement. With thls exception the per-
formances are attractive in every way. The
music Is falr and Sometimes wvery good.
Jews have a natural taste for musle, and
Jewlsh audlences are always critical. Many
of the singers and Instrumentalists are stu- |
dents, who take this means of earning the
money to support themselves and finish
%'helr ﬁuailcnl a%og- pl;;t;w of the singers

ave the lung T ue necessary
to become successful in t.he%-q By
the time they have gained a good technique
they either break down and lose their voice,
or, what is more frequent, they marry and
give up mugleal ambitions altogether,
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{CITY POST OFFICE IS NEARLY

e literature among the students In the
~ﬂ-¢omm&c}mammxm-
privilege

RUSH OF MATL MATTER

Letters in Greater Quantity Than Ever
Before, Also Packages of
Every Description.

The Christmas season rush of malil at the
clity post office has already begun, and the
local office is swamped with packages ad-
dressed to people in Washington as well as
with parcels going out of the clty to the
dear ones away from home. This year the
rush began early. There is no denying the
general prosperity of the country, the post
office officials say, when the present condi-
tion of the mails is taken into considera-
tlon. Usually the rush begins about the
20th and continues until after New Year
diy. Uucle Bam's Santa Claus business is 1
the most extensive of any that is carried
on, and as a result the work of the depart-
ment of posts {8 increased by as much as
three or four hundred per cent. It becomes
necessary for the post office to seek help
te handle the enormous mails that come
with the Christmas rush, and within the
course of the next few days there will be
put on duty a sufficient force to make up
250 days' extra labor. This force will go

on duty for about ten days. extending five
days before and five days after Christmas.

Undelivered Packages.

Each year there are hundreds of packages
sent out in the mail that are never dellv-
ered. This is not the fault of the post of-
fice officials, but the fault of tha senders
themselves. The addresses in some in-
stances are wrong and at other times are
neglected altogether. Thire seems to be a
general ignorance among the people af the
country as to the proper method of address-
ing mail packages. According to the men
who have charge of the work of dellvering
these packages the senders should follow
the following rules: Write the name and
address of the person to whom the pack-
age is to be delivered plainly on the pack-
age;, write the name and address of the
sender plainly on the package; most ilmpor-
tant of all, register the package If it is
valuable, A registered letter costs just
8 cents more than the regular letter, and
Uncle SBam guarantees to deliver the pack-
age safely or pay, its value, up to $25, IT it
is mot delivered and cannot be found. The
method of addressing, as recommended by
the post office officials 1s as follows:

MR. JOHN SMITH,
No. 252 A street southeast,
Washington, D, C.
Sent by
Willlam Jones,
45 East 23d street, New York.

It is guaranteed by the post office that no
letters marked thus will remain undelivered.
The office will not accept responsibllity for
the delivery of letters improperly addressed.

Letters to Santa Claus.

“The usual number of letters have been
received at the post office addressed In
childish scrawls to Santa Claus. Letters
have been recelved from every section of
the city with various addresses, all de-
signed in some manner or other to reach
Santa by the children who wrote them. All
such letters are sent to the dead letter
office, where attempts are made to return
them, often without avail. The letters are
often pathetle in extreme, and some of the
most ludierous requests are contalned in
them also. So far th's vear none of thée
letters the contents of which have been
examined by the post office authorities
contain requests for coql, that commodity
seeming to play but a smjall part in the list
of childish desires.

Major James E. Bell, superintendent of
free delivery of the Washington office, has
asked that the public be cautioned as to the
proper use of mail. Major Bell states that
it is not the desire of the post office to
withhold letters, as some persons appear to
think. He states that the small percentage
of letters that have any clew to the ad-
dresses which are delivered every year
shows very conclusively that his forcé
works hard to decipher the addresses on
the missives sent through the mails, but the
task is impossible of execution in some in-
stances. A large force Is maintained at the
Washington office, whose sole duty it is to
decipher illegible addresses, and during the
Christmas holidays this force is largely
augmented by cxtra help. Major Bell states
that when letters and packages are not de-
livered the senders of the same have only
themselves To blame. He points to the rules
he has defined to govern the actions of such
persons, and if these are not complied with
he does not think he can be held accounta-
ble for non-deHwvery.

THE PUBLIC GROUNDS.

Report on Conditions by Col. Bingham,

Officer in Charge.

Owing to the scarclty of coal, Col. Bing-
ham, the officer in charge of public build-
ings and grounds, says that the elevator at
the Washington monument is run and the
eleectric lights are In operation only on two
days In the week, Fridays and Saturdays.
On other flays visltors make the ascent to
the top of the shaft by the stalrways and
{llumination is provided by kerosene lamps
at the various landings. Col. Blngham says
that by reducing the steam pressure on the
boHlers and decreasing the speed of the

engine, together with the use of hot feed
water, the consumption of coal for operat-
ing purposes has been reduced from 1,200
to 800 pounds a day, and the engine 1Is
floing all the work required of it. During
the month of November 7,220 persons vislt-
ed the top of the monument, of which num-
ber 3,651 used the elevator and 3,560 the
stairways, making a total of 2,108,423 per-
sons who have visited the top since the
shaft was opened to the public October Y,
1888,

Col. Bingham says that he has been In
correspondence with the chalrman of the
executive committee of the G. A. R. en-
campment In regard to the repalr of the
damage done to the parks on that occasion.
He suggested that the park laborers per-
form the work necessary to restore the
grounds occupied for G. A. R. purposes to
their former condition and that the cost be
defrayed by the G. A. R. committee. In
reply he was informed that the committoe
not only had no funds on hand to meet the
expense In question, but was actually be-
hind in cash with which to pay other bills.
Col. Bingham says that his office was
therefore obliged to clean the portiona of
the grounds at its own expense.

Arrangements are being made by Col.

ham to raise the height of the stone
wall on the north and east sides of the
tidal regervoir in Potomac Park from three
to six feet above mean high tide. for
the ‘work being regarded as excessive, it is
being done by hired labor.

Classical Club Entertained.

Monday afternoon, In West Hall of Co-
Jumbian University, the Columbian Classi-
cal Club and a number of Invited friends
listened to an address on “Five Years in
Greek Lands” by Miss Harrtet A. Boyd,
who was for some ¢ime fellow of the Amer-
ifcan School at Athens and recently won
fame in the archaeological world by her
successful excavations at Gournia in Crete.
Miss Boyd related many interesting incl-
dents of her student life and travels in
Greece, and of experiences during the war
with Turkey, when she served as a volun-
teer nurse for the Greek soldiers and was
decorated by the king in recognition of her
services. She alsodescribed the archaeologi-
cal work now beilng carried on in Crete by
the different nationalities, and mentioned
the finding of neolithic remains at a Jower
level than previous discoveries which seem
the bellef that the civilization of

WAaS DA~
Egyptian or Phoeanician.
The Columbian Classical Club, under the
ausplces of which the address was given,
was three years ago to promote
and of life
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be sent you.
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COL. FORTHR
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Did you ever hear of a Master Key?

lets in the sunshine of health.

mere asking.
If you are sick, write me at once.

cine reduced to an exact

THE CONSUMPTIVE CAN BE CURED
A MASTER TREATMENT

The Slocum System of treatment consists of four remedies, each of which
Master Key to certain organs of your hody.
This infallible system of Medicine unlocka the door held shut by Discase, and

IS LIFE WORTH LIVING?

Thus asks many a poor pain-racked consumptive, catarrh,
lung and throat sufferer after weary months or years of untold
y. If you are now asking this question of yourself| try
The Slocum System of treating these obstinate diseases, as
illustrated below, and learn how satisfactory is the answer.
A full FREE and complete course of the four remedies will

It is a Master Treatment and certaln Cure for Disease.

The four remedies taken singly, or together,
tions contained in every package, will positively cure you.

Consumptives, lung sufferers, catarrh vietims, and all who are trouwbled with any
disease or weakness of throat, chest or lungs, will find in the Complete Slocwm Sys-
tem qulick rellef and positive, permanent eure for all their ills.

And this complete FREE TREATMENT of Four Scientific Remedics is vours for the

or alternately, according to diree-

If you are well, write so as to have these maat
potent remedies In the house, in case of emergency, for yourself or for your nelghbors
Blmply send your name and full address to

Dr. T. A. Slocum, 98 Pine St., New York,

mentioning The Washington Star, and the FREE REMEDIES will at once be sent you

SPECIAL NOTE—The Slocum System is medi-

science by America’s fore-

most Specialist, and our readers are urged to take

INSANITY INCREASING

Among Young People Rapidly, Says
Alienist.

From the Denver Times.

*“Fast living has caused more cases of
mental weakness than anything else” said
Frederick Richardson of the Bedford In-
sane Asylum of Bedford, Ill., at the Al-
bany Hotel yesterday afternoon. Mr. Rich-
ardson was on his way to Boulder to at-
tend the quarto-centennial celebration. He
was formerly a resident of Colerado, and
stopped over en ronte from California,
where he has been resting for a month.

“Many distressing cases come under our
care. I am inclined to belleve that more
young people are becoming insane every
year. This is especlally true of young men,
and we also have many young women pa-
tients. Of course, there are any number of
causes of insanity, but paresis is becoming
very common. It seems that young Amer-
ica cannoi stand success.

“Drinking and the use-of narcotics, prin-
clpally opium, seems to be the natural re-
sult of a rapid rise, then shattered heaith
and insanity. The stock exchange is con-
tributing its quota to the nmumber of in-
sane, and people from every walk in life
are placed under our care. We have learn-
ed that the normal life is most conducive
to the health of bralm and body. It will
not do to go to either extreme., We have
had to care for the sheepherders, who for
months at a time did not see a human face
on the prairies, and for millionaires who
saw too many faces in the maelstrom of
soclety.

“Too much solitude causes melancholla.
A man broods. At first it seems a delight,
but that which primarily was only the spice
of a misanthropic disposition turns into the
ravings of a maniac.

“We have a man at the sanatorium now
who was one of the brightest lawyers in
Chicago. Dissipation weakened his intel-
lect. He has a sort of delayed conception.
For Instance, if I should ask him, ‘De you
want an apple? he would reply ‘Yes,’ and
in about half a minute he would ask me if
I offered him an apple. He don't seem to
understand the import of words when first
spoken, but after a slight delay catches on.

“But in many ways insanity increases a
person’s cunning. I remember a young wo-
man we had for several months whose mind
was unbalanced by religion. She was the
cleverest person to escape from the place
you ever heard of. Twice she escaped in
men's clothes; she gtole the key to the door
from the guard and in about forty different
ways she kept us busy going after her.
But, fortunately, we never had to go very
far. She always went to a church. If it
was night she knelt on the steps until over-
come by sleep. If the church was open she
would go Inside and pray until we discov-
ered her. Bhe never refused to return, but
came back peacefully as a lamb.”

RED DEER AND CARIBOU.

Unexplained Antipathy of the Latter
for the Former.
From the New York Sun.

The disappearance of caribou before the
invading herds of red or Virginia deer Is
one of the puzzling facts of ratural history.
The red deer are not half the size of the
caribou, yet it is beyond dispute that even
where the lat‘er exist In largest numbers
they will rapidly disappear before the ad-
vance of the former. Years ago caribou
abounded In the woods of northern Maine
and in the province of Quebec. Then Lhe
graceful little red deer, driven north and

west by the wolves, gradually spread nto
the home of the caribou, and within a sea-
son or two the latter had become as scarce
i their old home as the red deer previously
had been.

On the other hand, the north country of
Canadsa, in the neighborhood of Lake 8t.
John and St. Maurice, which formerly sup-
has been com-

excavations at Pompell

advantage of Dr. Slocum’s generous offer.

— e -
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caribou tells them that an invasion of thelr
feeding grounds by the deer is due to the
pursuit of the latter by wolves, and that &
is the horror of these pests which leads
them to forsake any territory to which they
seem to know that their distasteful neign

bors are fleeing for refuge. There are not
wanting careful observers among Canadian
\?'oudsmer. who aitribute to jeaslousy of the
little Virginia deer, at the approach of the
mating season, the action of the caribou
in fleelng with its mate from the company
and the country of his gav little rival

The problem {5 a most Interesiing one, and
Is engaging the attention of many inves:|

gators,

THEY ARE SENSITIVE.

—— e
Thieves Rarely Use Their Real Desig-
nation, But Say They “Work."”

“In speaking of and among themselves
thieves and others engaged In [llegitimate
occupations are sensitive as to thelr call-
ings, and eschew terms of designation ap-
plied to them by the general public,” said &
headquarters detective this mornlng.

“Thus the thief shrinks f~om the word
‘thief,” as applied to himself as a cat hesi-
tates to step on a wet place on the pave-
ment. ‘Thief’ has a harsh and hard sound
even to the ears of thieves, nnd In referring
to their companions, or to uthers engaged
in stealing, they never call each other, ex-
cept In anger, ‘thleves’ or ‘burglars’ or
‘highway robbers,.’

“Suppose we were in a resort frequented
by lawbreakers of both sexes. If we asked
a known criminal the occupation of some
companion at an adjoining table, he would
not say, ‘Oh, that fellow Is a thief, as 1
would if the remark were addressed to me.
We would be informed, If the man's real
occupation was to be revealed, that he
‘worked’ somewhere—that is, he ‘worked”
the races, the Coney Island crowds, upper
Broadway, or elss-wﬁere, where his regular
occupation of a ‘pickpocket’ or ‘sneak thief
could advantageously be followed, but these
latter terms would be conspicuous by thelr
absence in the conversation concerning the
individual under discussion.

“They ‘work,” don't you see? It is work
to them, and so they view (t. Sometimes
one thief will unbend and call his com-
panion a ‘crook.,” and ‘crook’ is the popular
generic term among thieves which covers
the whole gamut of crime—from house-
breaking to pocket pleking. *‘Crook’ doesn't
sound so bad as ‘thief,” and does not sug-
gest the penitentiary so vividly.

“It I8 so with female crooks; they all
‘work," and never steal from their stand-
point. If the companion of the plckpocket
at the table excited our interest, and we
asked our informant what she was, we
would be told, for instance, !{f she were a
shoplifter, that she ‘worked the stores,’
which is a difference with a decided distine-
tion between working in a store. But If
any of them ever ‘steal’ anything, or make
thelr living by ‘stealing,’ well, that's a word
that is cut out of their vocabulary entirely
They may ‘take’ a thing, from a brick
house to a child’'s savings bank, but they
never ‘steal.” ‘Take’ is the word they use
when not indulging In slang: just “took’ a
man’'s watch or a lady's pin, that's all.

“It is the same with professional gam-
blers and with all kinds of professionais In
crime or In making an illegitimate livell=
hood. No professional gambler will volun-
tarily own up to his being a ‘gambler.” He
‘plays the wheel,’ if he I8 a roulette player;
or ‘play the bank,” If he is a faro fiend; or
‘plays the races,’ if he is a pool-room
bucker; but as for being ‘gamblers’ or ‘card
sharps’ or 'players’ among themselves, why,
they don't know what these words mean,
except when they read them in the news-
papers.

“And thus we may pass all along the line
of those who live by any means except by
honest work. Knowlng what they are they
remaln silent as to themselves, except, as I
have said, when in anger. Duringa quarrelno
terms of slang or of proper gpeech are too
vigorous to be used against each o her, nnd-
the correct title of the Qlegitimate occupa<
tion in which the dlsputants may be en-

is always the strongest and most
cutting epithet which may be uttered. For
one sneak thief to call another to his face
‘nothing but a common thief," for instance,
with the usual accompanying eaprintable
adjectives, 18 a deadly insult, which calis
for instant blows and often for blood and
the life of one or the other, or both, of the
participants in the quarrel.”

Tower Meets von Buelow.
A Berlin dispatch says:
Ambassador Tower had his first meeting
with Chancellor von. Mondar, io

Bassador of ihe e

Btates.




